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3.6  Cultural Resources  
 
3.6.1 Existing Conditions  
 
Evidence indicates that prior to European settlement the Town of Amenia was frequented by 
Native Americans; this period prior to European contact in the 1600s is designated as pre-
historic.  The earliest known European settlement was in the mid-1700s with the settlement of 
Dutch, German and Puritan farmsteads; this period to the present day is designated historic. 
 
The three prehistoric sites, dubbed Locus 1, Locus 2 and Locus 3, were initially identified as 
part of a Phase IA/IB cultural resources survey conducted for the above-mentioned project 
(Moyer and Moyer 2007). As each of the sites consisted of two or more prehistoric artifacts 
recovered in close proximity to one another, it was thought that these sites may be able to yield 
additional artifacts or features which could be used to address important questions about 
prehistoric life in Dutchess County. For these reasons, Phase II archaeological site 
examinations were conducted at each of these three sites. Phase II archaeological site 
examinations have been conducted for three prehistoric loci associated with the proposed 
Depot Hill Farm Project. Phase II activities were completed during the spring of 2008.  Cultural 
resource data and reports are found in Appendix P. 
 
 
Phase I Investigation 
 
Based on a preliminary cultural resources investigation conducted in November 2006, the New 
York State Historic Preservation Office indicated that there are historic and pre-historic sites 
within one-mile of the proposed project site, refer to Figure 19.A for a cultural resources map of 
the Depot Hill Farm vicinity as well as the Area of Potential Effect (APE) for the proposed 
project.  To investigate the proposed Depot Hill Farm site, the Applicant commissioned a Phase 
IA and 1B Cultural Resources Survey of the site to identify any significant historical or 
archaeological sites within the project Area of Potential Effect (APE).  The APE is the area of 
the proposed project site that includes ground disturbance during construction and any area 
involved with proposed improvements; the project archaeologist assessed more than 80 acres 
for the APE evaluated through surface inspection and shovel pits completed on regular 
intervals.  The Phase IA Survey included a search of published and unpublished sources of 
historic and pre-historic information in the files of the Historic Preservation Field Services 
Bureau of the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation (OPRHP), 
The Dutchess County Historical Society, and the New York State Library to determine known 
historical development and documented cultural resources.   
 
The Phase 1B subsurface investigation was performed to determine whether archaeological 
deposits and/or historic or Native American artifacts which may be impacted by the proposed 
project are present on site.  The archaeological survey was conducted in June and July 2007 by 
Birchwood Archaeological Services. The entire APE, encompassing all areas of proposed 
ground disturbance, was first subject to a careful surface visual inspection, with a systematic 
surface inspection of all plowed areas, followed by thorough subsurface testing within both 
plowed and unplowed portions of the proposed project. A total of 1,349 STPs were laid out in 
15-meter (49.2-foot) intervals to create a grid over the area of proposed construction. STPs 
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were labeled according to transect, with numerical labels used to further designate individual 
holes. Out of the 1,349 STPs laid out, a total of 22 (1.6 %) could not be excavated due to 
buildings, roads, creeks and other obstructions. Of the 1,327 STPs excavated as part of the 
project, 37 (2.79 %) recovered cultural material. In addition to the artifacts recovered from the 
excavation of STPs, five prehistoric artifacts were located during the visual inspection of areas 
plowed prior to the initiation of subsurface testing.  
 
Three prehistoric sites (loci) were identified as part of the survey. These loci are indicated on 
Figure 19.B. Locus 1 comprises a core fragment and a chert flake fragment, Locus 2 identified 
two flakes and a projectile point tip, and excavations in the Locus 3 area located a chert flake 
and a fragment of FCR in adjacent STPs.  In addition to the loci mentioned, two isolated finds 
consisting of projectile point fragments were identified in STP C-23 and Z-4. No other artifacts 
were located in any of the eight radial STPs excavated adjacent to either projectile point. 
Because they were found in isolated locations, the projectile points’ locations were not included 
within the site boundaries of the three designated loci. None of the flakes, flake fragments, or 
other debitage recovered from the Phase IB study showed clear evidence of utilization under 
light (20-30x) magnification. 
 
Phase II Investigation  
 
Phase II investigation consists of a more intensive investigation of the loci identified during the 
Phase 1A and 1B investigation. Please see Figures 19.C through 19.E for diagrams of each 
locus. 
 

• Locus 1 is situated along a plowed field that has regrown with dense hay grasses. No 
prehistoric artifacts were recovered as part of the surface inspection. The next phase of 
the field investigations involved the placement of a total of eighty-one (81) 40 cm 
diameter shovel test pits (STPs) at 5 m intervals over the entire site boundary as shown 
in Figure 3. One STP (N15 E90) was not excavated because a previous Phase I STP fell 
at that location. Of these 80 STPs excavated as part of the close interval testing, only 
one (0.12 percent) recovered prehistoric artifacts: a fragment of quartz shatter recovered 
from the upper level of STP N0/E50. No evidence of charcoal was noted and no soil 
anomalies were encountered in any of the STPs. After the shovel testing, a total of four 1 
x 1 m excavation units were placed in two areas with high artifact concentrations. A total 
of 10 prehistoric artifacts were recovered as part of the unit excavations including 5 
fragments of quartz shatter, a complete flake, two flake fragments and two biface 
fragments. No evidence of charcoal or cultural features was noted during the Phase II 
study. 

 
The recovery of only 10 prehistoric artifacts after such intensive investigations with units 
placed near separate concentrations suggests that this site is of a relatively low artifact 
density, while the lack of charcoal or evidence of fire related features suggests that little 
information about seasonality or radiocarbon samples would be encountered in 
continued excavation of the site. For these reasons, the site does not appear eligible for 
inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places and no data recovery work appears 
warranted. 

 







DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT  PAGE 153 
DEPOT HILL FARM  JULY 2007 
  REVISED JANUARY 3, 2008 
  REVISED JULY 17, 2008 
  REVISED APRIL 8, 2009 
   
 

• Locus 2 is situated in a plowed field at the base of a steep slope. One prehistoric artifact 
was recovered during the surface inspection: a quartz scraper found 271 cm east of STP 
S5/E55.  No evidence of charcoal or features was identified during the walkover. The 
next phase of investigation at Locus 2 involved the excavation of one-hundred one (101) 
40 cm diameter shovel test pits (STPs) in 5 m intervals to form a grid over the site 
boundary. Of the 101STPs excavated, five (4.95 percent) recovered prehistoric artifacts. 
A complete quartz flake was recovered from STP N30E20, while a fragment of quartz 
shatter was recovered from STP N10/E35. Additionally, three flake fragments were 
recovered from STPs N5/E10, N25/E15 and N25/W5, respectively. No evidence of 
charcoal was noted, and no soil anomalies were encountered in any of the STPs. The 
final phase of the investigations at the site involved the excavation of six 1 x 1 m square 
excavation units in a tight cluster near an artifact concentration at the eastern end of the 
site. In total, 34 prehistoric artifacts were recovered during the Phase II investigations, 
including 12 fragments of quartz shatter, 9 flake fragments, 5 complete flakes, an 
expended scraper, and 5 non-temporally diagnostic biface fragments. 

 
Excavations at Locus 2 provided the highest artifact density with regard to both the 
surface inspection and the shovel testing, although recovery was still relatively meager. 
A total of 34 artifacts were recovered as part of the Phase II study, which encompassed 
six 1 x 1 m square excavation units and 101 STPs. While five bifaces were recovered, 
including a projectile point tip, none of the artifacts appears temporally diagnostic. The 
lack of charcoal, dark staining, or fire cracked rock (FCR) suggests that the site would be 
unlikely to encounter prehistoric fire related features yielding macrobotanical remains or 
radiocarbon samples. 
 
Given the fact that the area has been subjected to plowing and erosion from the 
adjacent hill slope to the west, it may be plausible that fire related features might once 
have occurred in the vicinity, with little to no evidence at present. Due to the light density 
of artifacts at the site as well as the lack of temporally diagnostic artifacts or prehistoric 
cultural features, it does not appear that Locus 2 can substantively address questions 
about seasonality and temporal sequencing, and would likely not be considered eligible 
for inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places. 

 
• Locus 3 is located in a field of harvested corn to the west of Loci 1 and 2. No prehistoric 

artifacts or cultural features were identified from either the surface inspection or the 
excavation of 48 STPs in 5 m intervals forming a grid over the initial find location. 
Because no artifacts were recovered during the walkover or shovel testing, two 1 x 1 m 
square excavation units were placed adjacent to the Phase I findings in hopes of 
identifying additional artifacts. A total of 9 prehistoric artifacts were recovered from the 
excavation of the two units, including six fragments of quartz shatter, two flake 
fragments, and a single fragment of fire cracked rock (FCR). 

 
Overall, the artifact assemblage from Locus 3 is somewhat sparse given the level of 
effort conducted as part of the Phase II site examinations. The lack of additional 
prehistoric artifacts in any of the walkovers or in the tight interval STP grid suggests that 
the find is relatively isolated, with no artifacts occurring within one hundred feet (15 m) of 
the initial Phase I find spot. The lack of charcoal or staining in any of the excavations at 
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Locus 3 suggests that it is not likely that intact hearths or fire related features would be 
encountered through further site examination. The lack of diagnostic material from these 
Units suggests that additional excavation in the immediate vicinity would produce similar 
results. For these reasons, the site does not appear able to address questions 
necessary for its inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places.   

 
 
3.6.2 Potential Impacts 
 
The Phase IA and IB Cultural Resources Survey included excavation of STPs performed which 
identified three historic archaeological sites as shown on Figure 19.A.  A total of 1,327 STPs 
were excavated on site; 37 or 2.79% yielded artifacts.  Loci consisting of two or more artifacts 
have been identified on the subject site; a total of three loci have been identified, and their 
location relative to proposed development is described below:  
 

• Locus 1 is located in the south central area of Neighborhood 1. The area encompasses 
approximately one acre.  A total of three houses and related underground utility 
infrastructure as well as landscape features are proposed to be located within this area 
and will result in a disturbance of the subsurface in this area.   

 
• Locus 2 is located at the northeast end of Neighborhood 2.  The area encompasses 

approximately one-half acre.  A total of three houses and related underground utility 
infrastructure as well as landscape features are proposed to be located within this area 
and will result in a disturbance of the subsurface in this area.   

 
• Locus 3 is located 300-feet south of Wetland A (NYSDEC wetland AM-10). The area 

encompasses approximately 6,900 square feet. No homes or infrastructure are 
proposed in this area.  The community garden may be extended to the area and result in 
minor disturbance of the subsurface. 

 
Each site produced one projectile point, one of which is made of quartzite.  Although each of the 
loci did produce artifacts, no artifacts which suggest settlement of native peoples on the subject 
site have been identified, nor were any of the loci determined to be eligible for inclusion on the 
National Register of Historic Places. Remaining artifacts have been determined to be isolated 
finds.  Cultural materials recovered includes fire cracked rock, chert flakes, an ore fragment, 
chert shatter, and a piece of decorative pewter, possibly a comb of sorts.  No cultural features 
were encountered during these excavations. Many of these individual artifacts have been 
recovered by the project archaeologist and have been cataloged.  There are no potential 
impacts to these items. Therefore, proposed development is not expected to have any impact 
on the site’s historical and cultural resources. 
 
 
3.6.3 Proposed Mitigation Measures 
 
Based upon the above information, it does not appear that any of the three sites contained 
sufficient artifact diversity or density to address important research questions about prehistoric 
lifeways in the lower Taconic region. Consequently, the project archaeologist suggests that the 
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performance of an archaeological data recovery is not warranted at any of these three 
prehistoric sites. These recommendations are subject to the review and concurrence of the New 
York State Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation. 
 
Artifacts recovered from the site during the Phase 1B investigation, as well as any additional 
artifacts recovered by the Phase 2 investigation, will be recorded by the archaeologist and all 
reports and data forms will be submitted to the NYSOPRHP as part of this DEIS.  After approval 
by the NYSOPRHP, Applicant proposes to display the site artifacts along with appropriate 
historical educational materials, in display cases located within the community center area of the 
equestrian center.  No other mitigation is proposed. 
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